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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


the current number of that excellent quarterly 
Science Progress” (John Murray, 5s. net) of 
interest in view of the article by Mr. J. Arthur 
titled “ Criticisms of Psychical Research." Mr. 
ng with the objections of Mr. H. J. Shelton, a 
5 juoted as saying that about psychical research 
nows little and cares less.” Judging by his 
l's article, printed in the same issue, 
ons relates to the introduction of the 
l research into Sir Oliver Lodge's presi- 
| to the British Association. That is old 
We dealt with the question at the time from 
and need not recur toit. The following 
] Es article, however, will doubtless be of 

ars O! “Licut. Oy the question of telepathy 


ubject 


dential ad 


ialy that it is "rash folly” to admit an 
pathy, except as a mere guess—a guess, moreover, 
ails of the evidence seem to render probably mis- 
ot equally rash folly for Mr. Shelton to say that 
has explained all it can, “the residuum ceases to 
stigating No doubt this is so to one who 
eand cares less" about the subject. But there are 
sho think that even small residua do not cease to be 
ating. Rayleigh and Ramsay discovered argon by 
small residual difference between atmospheric 
trogen obtained from other sources, and as tele- 
proven, the Spiritistic residuum is not proven 
Tt may turn out very large. It depends om the 
thy. And this is a matter for investigation, 
* * * * 


question of trance phenomena and normal 
Mr. Hill writes convincingly, showing that 
the hypothesis of telepathy seems to be 
quite excluded :— 


phenomena are closely paralleled by the normal 
a medium well known to me for many years. 
ntly quite normal, and certainly not in trance, 
reel off correct descriptions and names of one’s 
as fast as they can be taken down in shorthand ; 
family details of the sitter's history which he could 
ained by detective work; also, sometimes, things 
‘sitter did not know and never had known—so far as 
'—but which on inquiry turned out true. My 
and I have carried out long series of experiments with 
lium, introducing strangers from distant towns—non- 
‘people with no interest in these matters—and 
ous other tests. We began as unbelievers, but the 
- Something out of the common is at work, of that 
What it is we do not know. Perhaps it is partly 
it some of the evidence seems to go beyond that. 
1 * * * * 


r Lodge has found a valuable and competent 
„ Hill, although we do not envy Mr. Hill's 
g to reply to critics equipped with little but 
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ignorance of the subject they assail and that world-old im- 
pulse to oppose a new idea. It will not be forgotten how 
scientists opposed the steam engine, the telephone and the 
phonograph—to mention only a few "new ideas”—but 
with no conspicuous success. Fools, it is said, learn by ex- 
perience, but we cannot logically apply the term “fools” to 
the opponents of new discoveries, because plainly experi- 
ence has never taught them anything! But (as Mr. Hill 
remarks) :— 

This natural conservatism is a good thing. If saves us from 
superstition and foolish credence of various kinds, I greatly 
prefer excessive scepticism to excessive credulity. . Wedo 
not expect to produce belief by our reports; we do 
not even wishto do so. The most that we expect or wish to do 
is to " modify the atmosphere,” to dissolve away negative as- 
sumptions, to change popular opinion from a state of ignorant 
denial to astate of open-minded tolerance and suspense of judg- 
ment, while at the same time insisting on adherence to careful 
scientific methods and on ruthless rejection of anything that is 
not based on solid, carefully amassed, and tested evidence. 

* * * * 

A correspondent of the “Saturday Westminster 
Gazette,” of the 9th inst., commenting on “The Ghost of 
a Dog” (the article in the “ Gazette " from which we quoted 
recently) attributes the phenomenon to thought-transfer- 
ence—thought-pictures in the mind unconsciously projected 
ow H . 

and always acting and re-acting on each and every one of 
us.” And in the closing passage of the letter the writer 
remarks :— 

Of course, purely sentimental, and what I may call “ objec- 
tive” Spiritualists will cling to their “phenomenal” spirit 
theory; but if the mental world be as real as, or more real than, 
this one, may we not be using two words (thought-spirit) for 
one and the same thing? 

It depends upon who is meant by “we.” As we have 
said before, the term " spirit" in its strict sense stands for 
the power or reality behind substance. We never see 
spirit, we only see the appearance it presents to us in some 
grade of substance - that is to say, a form. A thought is pro- 
bably a highly refined form of substance, or we could not 
feel its presence as an atmosphere or in certain conditions 
photograph it. But then comes the question whether in 
the story of “The Ghost of a Dog” the seer beheld the dog 
itself or only its owner's thought of it. Both theories are 
tenable. The ‘phenomenal’ spirit theory,” as the 
“Gazette” correspondent calls it, does not invalidate the 
idea of thought images, nor is the reverse the case. Doubt- 
less both are true. Life is very comprehensive and has 
room for all kinds of possibilities. 

* * * * 

N. G. S," a correspondent whose letters reveal an ad- 
mirable spirit of scientific inquiry, referring to the attention 
lately paid to sufferers from blindness, asks whether 
hypnotism might not have a curative value in such cases :— 

Lately I have read that the blind in their dreams see as 
naturally and clearly as those who have their natural sight. 
Considering this in connection with the case of somnambulistic 
perception, it seems possible that the abnormal or spiritual 
mode of vision might be brought into normal use by the aid 
of hypnotism ; and, indeed, there have been cases of people 


seeing otherwise than by their eyes. If a subject were hyp- 
notised and made to believe he would see when in his ordinary 
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condition, would he? Very likely the experiment has been 
tried. If not, it should be tried forthwith. 

If our correspondent saw the Daily Chronicle" three 
days after his letter was dispatched he would have found his 
inquiry answered. Under the heading " Blind Girl cured by 
Hypnotism,” the newspaper referred to gave an account of 
Gertrude Yates, a girl nine years of age, living at Nunhead, 
who a year ago had her sight restored by hypnotism, having 
been blind from birth. 

* 


* * * 
For the benefit of those of our readers who did not see 


the account we reproduce the essential facts here :— 

There was not the least doubt that the child had never been 
able to see before she was treated by Mr. Alexander Erskine, 
who for nearly a decade has been practising psycho-therapeutics. 

I visited Gertrudes home yesterday (writes a "Daily 
Chronicle” representative), and discovered that the child can 
see better now even than she could when she first came out of 
the darkness. Her sight is not perfect, but it is strong enough 
for all ordinary purposes, and she was able to describe objects 
and people at least twenty yards away. . . 

There was always trouble with Gertrude's eyes,” the mother 
explained, “and I took her to many doctors, and finally to the 
hospital. But nobody could do her any good. They gave me 
drops to put in her eyes, but they didn’t get any better. Then 
a kind lady said that Mr. Erskine might be able to do something 
for her. And a year ago he came to see her and put her to 
sleep. And then the wonder happ2ned, and she has had her 
sight ever since.” 

> * * * 

Mr. Alexander Erskine does not regard the case as in any 

way sensational, although it is a valuable illustration of the 


uses of psycho-therapeutics. 

“There is, of course,” he remarked, " nothing miraculous 
about the cure. The child was never really blind—that is to 
say, the mechanism of eyesight was intact, and the nerves in 
perfect condition. But she had never been able to see, because 
anything that got on the retina, though it was transmitted to the 
brain, was not interpreted by the mind. The last and the 
important link was wanting. All that was needed was for the 
child to use her will and make the nece:siry co-ordination 
between her conscious and subconscious mind. That was done 
when I sent her to sleep, and suggested to her that she would 
be able to see when she woke.” 

And Mr. Erskine in some remarks on cures of functional 
disorders which he has effected emphasises the conclusions 
of other experts in psycho-therapy, viz., that their methods 


apply to functional and not organic derangements. 
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between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control and 
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A "HEADLESS GHOST." 


Headless ghosts are not infrequent in the ghost stories of 
the past, but a modern representative of this type of spirit is 
now reported from the village of Shareshill, about three and a- 
half miles from Cannock. It is “ headless, garbed in white, and 
radiates a subdued glimmer.” It was first seen by an ex-sailor 
working at the collieries in the locality, who encountered the 
apparition while cycling to work one evening. Thinking it was 
a woman he hailed it with a cheery "good-night, whereupon 
it “gave a nerve-shattering shriek and began to travel alongside 
the cyclist.” It was then that the cyclist noticed that the 
apparition was headless and moved along without touching the 
ground. After that it was seen by six colliers who were cycling 
from Coven to Wyrley. They said it was floating in the air 
quite five feet from the ground, and appeared to be about seven 
feet high. It had no head, and outstretched two long arms. "Ita 
garb was white, and a subdued glow radiated from the figure.” 
Assuming it to be a veritable ghost, its appearance suggests 
imperfect materialisation, 


THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT IN THE GREEK 
TESTAMENT. 


ADDRESS BY Mr. ANGUS MACARTHUR. 


[Copxynranr.] 


Mr. Awxavs MACARTHUR addressed the Marylebone Spirit- 
ualist Association on Sunday evening, May 10th, on the subject 
of the “ Psychic Element in the Greek Testament.” The earlier 
portion of the address was substantially a recapitulation of the 
conclusions already stated to the London Spiritualist Alliance in 
an address on the same subject in February, 1910 (see LIGHT, 
Vol. XXX., pp. 111 and 123): but the later portion, on the 
Resurrection and the accompanying phenomena, contained certain 
new suggestions. The lecturer said, with reference to the display 
of the wounds of the risen Lord to Thomas and the assembled 
disciples : 

If you ask yourself why He should show wounds, a sugges- 
tive speculation will exhibit itself. If some dear friend, recently 
departed, were suddenly to present himself again to one of us, 
in bodily aspect, exactly and precisely as of old, I imagine we 
should hardly ask to be presented with physical evidence of 
identity by means of scars, fractures or other injuries to the 
body we knew so well. Recognition would be spontaneous and 
enthusiastic. But if, although our friend’s aspect were practically 
that which we remembered so well, there was nevertheless a 
certain unfamiliarity of feature and expression, we might seek 
for some such confirmation in the evidence offered by remem- 
bered physical defects of the genuine physical personality. Now 
if you conjecture an imperfect stage of the materialisation, the 
difficulty about the display of the hands and feet is dissipated. 
Have we any evidence that the early materialisations of the risen 
Lord were imperfect and experimental—that they were the con- 
tinuously improving efforts, as we may say with all reverence, of 
One who was as yet hampered by the difficulties which might be 
supposed to trouble this perfect man, of a reasonable soul and 
human flesh subsisting,” in these primary demonstrations of the 
fact of the Resurrection ? 

The truth is that the whole narrative teems with them. 
They simply amazed me when, throwing aside the veil of a 
translation made by men who probably had no experience of 
psychic phenomena, I began to reflect upon the original word- 
ing of the record. As I understand the appearances of the 
risen Christ, they were materialisations. Among modern 
scientists, Professor Bonney has mentioned this hypothesis in his 
book on the "Present Relations between Science and Religion," 
but I propose to work it out, so far as time permits, in the light 
of the Gospel record, and of the experience of this expert 
audience, and with the aid of reference to the original Greek. 
At the very beginning of the Resurrection story, we find Mary 
at the tomb speaking to the two avgels (I use Dr. Weymouth's 
translation). 

“Why are you weeping ? they asked. 

* Because," she replied, " they have taken away my Lord and 
I know not where they have put him." 

While she was speaking, she turned round and saw Jesus 
standing there, but did not recognise him. 

Why are you weeping?” he asked. “Who are you looking 
for 1" 

She, supposing that he was the gardener, replied, “Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him 
and I will remove him.” 

“Supposing that he was the gardener!” But if the received 
view of the Resurrection be the correct one, the body before her 
was that which, only a couple of days previously, she had seen 
hanging upon the cross—the body of the Lord whom this woman 
had loved and worshipped with the passionate affection which 
made her the last at the cross and earliest at thegrave. On 
the received view, Christ had stepped from the tomb in his 
original physical personality, as if in our own day some departed 
friend were suddenly to rise and emerge from the coffin in 
which he had been laid for burial. Is not that view excluded 
by the record before us? Is there not, in this supposition 
that He was "the gardener,” the plain and unmistakable sug- 
gestion that this was an imperfect materialisation, put together 
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in haste and eagerness by the manifesting Spirit with the aid 
of this single medium, and, therefore, at first sight unrecognis- 
able even by the most intimate of friends? I submit that 
this, at all events for investigators like ourselves, is a far more 
likely explanation than those offered by commentators who were 
precluded by their habitual theological prepossession from seeing 
the realities of the case. Alford, incisive as he so frequently is 
in spiritual matters, explains that the fact why Mary could 
not know Him “may be psychologically accounted: for—she did 
not expect Him to be there—was wholly preoccupied with other 
thoughts.” A learned German critic says that “her tears wove 
a veil, which concealed Him who stood before her.” Farrar 
thinks that “some accident of dress or appearance made her 
fancy it was the keeper of the garden.” But as he had just 
previously told us that “there was something spiritual, some- 
thing not of earth, in that risen and glorified body,” this 
explanation will not stand. An imperfect materialisation might 
be taken for such a humble individual as a gardener, but the 
mistake could scarcely be made if the body were of glorified 
aspect. 


story of the recognition by the voice of the Saviour, 

mere appearance had evoked no response, is familiar 
No sooner has recognition taken place than Jesus 
me not!” “Do not handle me!” or best of all 


ddle) implies at least that she was attempting to 
and there is in the words a certain restraint and 
| as if He were saying Now, don't you cling to me." 
1 If this visible body were simply a revival 

y which had hung upcn the cross, and had laid 


of the best evidences of reality of the Resurrection 
physical body had, as I suppose, been dema- 
psychic agencies. There was in very truth 
on, as these elements of the physical body were scat- 
ords have perplexed commentators. Most of them see 
tion, followed by the words, For I am not yet as- 
Father," a kind of implied promise that in another 
tence, believers will touch Him. Leo the Great, who 
and who was therefore comparatively near the apos- 
‘seems to have been one of the earliest exponents of 
“When I am ascended to the Father,” so he 
the passage, "then you shall more perfectly and 
grasping with the mind that which you do not now 
the hand, and comprehending with the intellect that 
do not now discern with the senses.” But it seems 
the explanation of the prohibition is not so far- 
lly in view of its inferential repeal, as we 
within the next few minutes. If I am right in my 
e that this was a weak materialisation, made up 
of “power” from this single medium, it might have 
Pieces at a touch, particularly at so electric a touch 
f Mary in her ecstasy. Hence that prohibition, so 
r to all observers of materialisation phenomena, against 
-Materialisation is a very difficult task—how much 
difficult was it likely to be to this Supreme Spirit, fresh 
m the awful experiences of the last few days, and conscious 
immeasurable destinies which depended upon the suc- 
‘conclusion of the mighty task, which it had set out 
: spirit-spheres to accomplish, during the forty days 
et remained to finish it! If this interpretation be 
the whole sentence is exquisitely natural: “ Now, 
me. I am not yet ascended to my Father. If 
necessary to confirm the evidence of your sight, there 
‘abundant opportunity for it before I pass finally out 
a higher plane.” And that opportunity of touch, 
was actually given, together with demonstrations 
teri. d body was so perfect as to be capable of 
sustenance. 
m , however, after this episode there is 
on to the other Mary and Salome, the mother of 
fark xvi. 1) St. Luke says the second woman was 
ke xxiv. 10) The sequence of events is not 
r, but it is obvious that these women were leav- 
tomb in order to inform the disciples of its 
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condition, when “suddenly they saw Jesus coming to meet 
them.” “And,” adds St. Matthew, “they came and clasped 
[literally seized —the Greek verb is a very strong one] 
his feet, bowing to the ground before him.” But there 
was apparently no prohibition against the act of seizure, 


though only a few minutes before, the earlier witness had been 


bidden not to touch. If the traditional reason for this prohibi- 


tion were the true one, it must have been as necessary in the case 
of the two or three women as in the instance of Mary. The 
facts probably are (a) the materialisation had grown stronger, 
especially because (b) there were now two, or possibly three, 
mediums upon whom it could draw for " power." 


(To be continued). 


THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY'S ANNUAL MEETING, 


The Buddhist Society, of 46, Great Russell-street, W.C., held 
its annual public meeting on Saturday, the 9th inst, at the 
Galleries of the Royal Society of British Artists. A large and 
enthusiastic gathering was present. 

Dr. E. J. Mitts, F.R.S., D.Sc., who occupied the chair, 
welcomed the members and friends with a few kindly words. 
The Buddha, he said, had left an imperishable memory. In the 
last watch of the night when he attained enlightenment he 
realised the absolute truth about the universe. He saw it face 
toface.” He had told us that the whole of our progress towards 
peace rested with ourselves. The teaching he gave was only to be 
accepted if it was in accordance with our own experience. But 
if we did accept it, it would result to us in a peace impossible 
to describe. 

Mn. WzsrBROOE said the great need of the world in 
the time of the Buddha was not more science but new moral 
guidance and fresh inspiration for living. To-day science 
had been studied and applied in such a materialistic and non- 
moral way as to have destroyed or disturbed our spiritual 
balance. In the Buddha’s teaching that the Universe is per- 
meated by law we might observe some correspondence be- 
tween the idea of omnipresent law and the theological con- 
ception of the omnipresence of God. 

Mr. Howent SwrrH said that Buddhism proclaimed that 
change was the law of existence. Some might call this 
pessimism. The terms “optimism” and “pessimism” were 
too often loosely used tc denote states of health at odd times, 
but the Buddha invited us to be strong enough and brave 
enough to see life as it really was. Buddhism aimed at sweeping 
away delusions. Once we realised the true nature of the sorrow 
of existence, emancipation began. We should cultivate 
sympathy, which was a real unity with other beings. The 
trend of present-day thought was to the Buddhist ideal of the 
realisation of unity. 

MR. AMERESEKERA, who referred to the fact that that day 
was greatly honoured in Ceylon, declared that well-nigh a third 
of the human race turned towards the Buddha in love and 
gratitude ; and Mrs. Romanne James described the Buddhist 
monk's life in Siam. 

Mr. Lroxp dwelt on the need for cultivating sympathy with 
Nature—animate and inanimate. "Let a man cultivate towards 
the whole world—above, below, around—a heart of love un- 
stinted, unmixed with the sense of differing and opposing 
interests.” The essential teaching of Buddhism was love. It 
called on men to live in tune with Nature, which would give 
strength, upliftment, and courage. 

The chairman closed with the Buddhist benediction. 


We can never be any less than we are this minute. 
We are forever taking on more, and once taken, it cannot be 
discarded—it is us forever.—Lvcy A. R. MALLORY. 


Grapes or Percertion.—Every plane of life is invisible 
and incomprehensible to the plane of life below it. To com- 
prehend a higher plane of life we must ascend or live up to it. 
This is the reason why the spiritual plane of life is “ foolishness” 
to those immersed in the physical-sensual life. To discern 
spiritual things we must ascend in thought to that plane of life, 
else it cannot be known to the consciousness of the individual. 
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SPIRITUALIST MAY MEETINGS IN LONDON. 
The thirteenth Annual Convention of the Union of London 
Spiritualists at South Place Institute on Thursday, May 14th, was 
represented by three thronged and enthusiastic meetings At the 
morning gathering the speaker was Vice-Admiral W. Usborne 
Moore, his subject being “ Spirit Identity by the Direct Voice.” 
The meeting having been opened with a fervid and eloquent 
invocation by Mr. P. Scholey, the Chairman (Mr. George Tayler 
Gwinn) briefly introduced the Admiral as one who had had a 
very wide experience in the particular phase of mediumship to 
which he was about to call attention and who was known 
to many of those present through the pages of Licut and his 
published works. 

Admiral Moore began by saying that among the manifold 
phases of Spiritism which had been exhibited in this country 
the most satisfactory and provably genuine was that of the 
direct voice." We bad had it with us in a mild way for many 
years through the mediumship of Mrs. Everitt, Mr. Cecil Husk, 
Mr. Williams, and Mr. Craddock, but English people as a whole 
did not realise its full possibilities until Mrs. Etta Wriedt came 
to Wimbledon as the guest of Mr. W. T. Stead in May, 1911. 
The Admiral continued :— 

The "direct voice” is the highest manifestation which has 
yet been voucheafed to man by the higher powers in the spirit 
world. Materialisation is very interesting from a scientific 
point of view. Trance utterances, clairvoyance, clairaudience 
and automatic writing give us some valuable testimony, but in 

no investigator can aver that the communications 
are wholly free from adulteration by the consciousness of the 
In the case of the voice, however, there is only a 
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Perhaps the most impressive feature was, in the speakers 
opinion, the naturalness of all that went on. After giving some 
instances of this, he said that it was a passion with Mrs. Wriedt 
to be the passive means of bringing children to their parents 

Though her blank séances are about one in five, I do 
not remember one sitting where the blessing of consolation 
for the loss of children was denied to a sorrowing father or 
mother. 

The Admiral next alluded to some of the spirit personalities 
most often met with at Mrs. Wriedt’s séances. Dr. John Sharp, 
her leading control, we were informed, was born in Glasgow and 
taken over to America by his parents in the eighteenth century 
when he was two months old. He became an apothecary farmer, 
and eventually died in Evansville, Indiana. John King (Sir 
Henry Morgan of two hundred and fifty years ago), the control 
of Husk, the blind medium, frequently managed Mrs. Wriedt’s 
séances in England ; Grayfeather, formerly a North American 
Indian medicine chief, was the control of J. B. Jonson, the 
materialising medium of Toledo, Ohio; and Blossom was an 
Indian spirit child who lived and died in Florida. 

After this introduction Admiral Moore proceeded to recount, 
out of the hundreds of convincing evidences in his i 
a few examples of the phenomena which had occurred "in tbe 
presence of this remarkable psychic." He stated that during 
the last three years he had sat some seventy times alone with 
her, and described the procedure on these occasions, and bow 
his spirit guide, “ Iola,” developed power till she was able to 
appear to him and talk to him independently of the trumpet 
without being either seen or heard by Mrs. Wriedt. Of these 
personal sittings he narrated two—one on the evening when 
Mrs. Wriedt arrived here last year, at which a Miss Searle came 
and said she had lived near to bim, and thought he was much 
deceived, and she had now “come to see whether there is any- 
thing in it.” She added that her niece was now doing ber 
work. The statements were quite correct. The lady had kept 
a small shop and post-office three hundred yards from his house, 
and her niece was keeping on the shop. At the other sitting, - 
on May 17th, he bad, while holding both bands of the medium, - 
the most complete instance of telekinesis (movement of objects) 
in the dark he ever remembered witnessing. 

From his private sittings the Admiral passed to the experi- 
ences of others, but we have not space to give here any of the 
narratives he quoted. Many of them have already been pub- 
lished in LrcnHr, and all are given in his book “The Voices.” 
In conclusion he said :— i 

I never once heard an evil spirit speak at Mrs. Wriedt’s — — 


more than three dimensions Try and imagine yourselves 


“ 
at the end of the cricket-field?” this, if true, 
what might be called striking evidence to his hearer that the 


of Lazarus, for all of which occurrences the evidence is of the 
most feeble character, and nothing is left which cannot be 
accounted for by ordinary psychic phenomena, instances of 
which are known to numbers of persons now living. The feeding 
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bereaved and preparing all those who witness them for the 
world in which they will find themselves when their spirits 
lesve their mortal tenements. (Applause.) 

In reply to a question, the Admiral said he had never been 
able to get a satisfactory answer as to the exact means used by 
the spirits for the production of the voices. It would be inte- 


resting to ascertain whether a gramophone would record them 
properly. 


Dr ABRAHAM WALLACE, in a few words at the close, re- 
ferred to an article in the press that morning by Mr. Geoffrey 
Raupert, on “The Baneful Side of Psychical Research.” He 
himself recognised that side, but its existence was due not to any 
inherent banefulness, but to the fact that sensitives were not 
given the proper conditions. He expressed his sympathy with 
Mrs Susanna Harris in the attack made on her in Holland, and 
his pleasure at knowing that Mrs. Wriedt was well looked after 
by Admiral Moore. 

At the afternoon meeting clairvoyant descriptions were given 
by Miss MacCreadie and Mrs. Gordon, both ladies well illustrat- 
ing the reality and resources of their gifts. Some of the de- 
seriptions were accompanied by messages which showed intimate 
knowledge of the needs and circumstances of the persons ad- 
dressed. Mrs. Susanna Harris afterwards spoke on her experi- 
ences, and by her earnest and impressive delivery, enlivened by 
quaint touches of humour, kept her audience deeply interested. 

Many and varied emotions were stirred at the evening meet- 
ing Admiral Moore's address was in the nature of a bombshell, 
and had not the President exercised a firm hand, it would have 

been followed by such a storm of questions and hostile comment 
as would have left no time for anything else. The Admiral re- 
garded the very names “Spiritualism” and “Spiritualist” as 
misleading and presumptuous ; he could see no meaning in such 
‘terms as “the philosophy ” and “the cause” of Spiritualism, or 
in its seven principles" which was not common to 

and the movement was marked by many blemishes 

to expose in the most unsparing fashion. 
pnt speeches which followed from Mr. P. Scholey, 
lake and Mrs M. H. Wallis were in the nature of 

d great enthusiasm. Reports will appear in our 
r. Gwinn at the opening of the meeting gave a 
né of the years work of the Union, the membership 
e stated consisted of eighteen societies and twenty-five 
He made especial reference to the scheme which the 
d in hand for the better planning of speakers and asked 

tion and help in carrying it forward. 
r ul solos were sung at the morning and evening meet- 
ings by Miss Florence Shead and Miss Beatrice Rand and in the 


by Miss Ethel Clayton. Miss Mabel Gwinn ably pre- 
sided at the organ. 


REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF "JULIAS BUREAU.” 
The “Psychic Gazette” for May contains the deeply interesting 
announcement that the work of Julias Bureau is shortly to 
be revived. As will be remembered, an appeal was issued by 
‘Miss Estelle Stead nearly two years ago for assistance to con- 
' tinue the Bureau, bat the response was so disappointing that 
"the work had to be relinquished. It is now stated that, owing 
to the generosity of Lady Lewis, the Bureau is to be re-established 
Y ided for the purpose in Dorset-sqaare, W., to be 

ed “The Lady Lewis Institute." Mr. J. J. Vango, whose 


are so well and widely known, has, it is stated, 
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MRS. BESANT ON MYSTICISM. 


In the course of an eloquent and stimulating address on The 
Meaning and Method of Mysticism,” delivered at the Queen's 
Hall, Langham-place, W., on Sunday evening last, Mre Annie 
Besant said that a wave of Mysticism was passing over the 
world at the present time: wherever we looked, we sw 
this fact emerging Men and women were beginning to feel 
that it was not the authority from withoat, bat the authority 
from witbin, which was of importance Ia this country, 
Mysticism had recently met with unexpected exposition 
Thus the Dean of St. Panl’s had stated that Mysticism 
was the most scientific form of religion, while according 
to Lord Rosebery, the “ practical mystic” was the strongest of 
all men. The question might be asked why the Dean made 
the statement, and the answer would be, because Mysucism 
depended upon the testimony of consciousness. We only recog- 
nisd the appeal made by externals ; we did not know what 
things in themselves were. But after classifying our impressions 
as sensuous, mental and emotional, we found that there was 
something else to which consciousness responded. It was 
difficult to define, but it might be described as a sense of some- 
thing greater than ourselves which most strongly appealed to us 
in our quietest moments. It was something so wondrous and 
profound that nothing in our being was alien to it. Oar spirit 
went out to it, and our endeavour to realise it constituted 
religion. Gradually we had come to know that the testimony of 
consciousness in this matter was as real as that which answered 
to other kinds of impressions. 

Mysticism was not psychical, using the word in the ordinary 
sense, although it pertained to subtle conditions of the physical 
senses, nor was Mysticism an allegory or symbol of other traths. 
Mysticism was the realm of the spirit; it meant a direct kaow- 
ledge of God, and its truths were partially embodied in the 
religions of to-day. There were facts in the spiritual world as well 
as in the material world ; these facts were universally known ; 
they had been recognised in every age, and were to be found in 
every religion, living or dead. It was only the mystic who 
could know such facts directly by observation and experience. 
It was unwise to limit religious thought to revelation. There 
was a path by which supreme knowledge might be attained. In 
the realm of the spirit all was unity, while on earth all was 
diversity. The mystic response to the God idea was every- 
where the same. Just asa tank was useless where all around 
was water, so was the written word when intuition 
spoke of God. This was, perhaps what the Dean of St 
Pauls had in his mind when he said that a mystic did not 
require the scriptures. Dogma was necessary at a certain stage, 
but it only presented one side of a spiritual truth. Similarly 
chemical formul# were at first useful to the student, but he was 
not to be bound by them and on their account to be debarred 
from investigation and original research. One religious truth 
reached by the individual spirit was worth a thousand testi- 
monies from others. The method of Mysticism was the con- 
quest of the senses ; by knowing the lower we become acquainted 
with the higher. But to conquer the senses was not to destroy 
them ; it meant that they were to be used as instruments by 
which we might attain to higher things. That which the lowest 
man could grasp was not sufficient foreverybody. Hence it was 
that Mysticism was again being associated with religion. 


Wr Mr. Edwin J. Lucas favour us with his present address, 
as we have communications for him? 

Ix THE Two Woarps" of 15th inst. appears an interesting 
account of an interview with Mr. J. J. Vango, accompanied by a 


portrait. The account is from the pen of Mr. Horace Leaf. 
the Bureau will not exist“ to solve scientific problems nor for the 


O cries mn A 
* “ to i Oxon. in HT inst., 
broken hearts, to comfort Rachel mourning for her children, and — peroneal --—— z ‘ 
‘to bring sure and certain knowledge of immortality to light.” Mn. Cnas. Taxtor (Brook House, Warwick-lane, E.C.) will 
Tt isintended that the Institute shall be established on principles 


Boner. Line, by F. He 6 
that will make it eventually self-supporting and permanent. vosIUcedebe renege atom 
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SOME EXPLANATIONS AND A MORAL. 


Let it be said at the outset that what we as students 
of Spiritualism, considered as a science of the future life, 
have learned concerning the nature of that life amounts to 
little more than hints, glimpses and broken lights. When 
we say that we have gained assurance of the continued 
existence of humanity "beyond the bourne," of its con- 
tinued interest in the life of this world, and its occasional 
interposition in this world's affairs, we speak of what we 
know. But when we are asked to describe in precise terms 
the nature of the world to which the “dead " have gone ; the 
exact means whereby they are enabled to communicate with 
us; why, if they can communicate, they can give us no 
easily intelligible account of the life they are living, we are 
confessedly at a loss. We do not know. 

Some explanation of this kind seems called for in view 
of certain criticisms in the Press, the outcome of General 
Sir Alfred Turner's recent address at Suffolk Street. 

One of the most intelligent and impartial of the com- 
mentators frankly accepts the existence of ghosts and cites 
Dr. Johnson's well-known statement, “That the dead are 
seen no more I will not undertake to maintain against the 
concurrent and unvaried testimony of all ages and nations." 
But he is weary of the unsatisfying nature of their messages. 
They tell us nothing new, and that supports his theory that 
" the ghost is but the poor shadow of the man who was 
alive." Quite a natural conclusion in the case of an intelli- 
gent man who has apparently studied nothing but the 
torrents of dreary nonsense which some well-meaning folk, 
without judgment or discrimination, parade before the world 
as spirit messages, Such things are the sorrow and despair 
of all Spiritualists endowed with any critical faculty. The 
newspaper writer alludes to the great names attached to 
“skimble-skamble stuff,” slipshod English, false history, 
ludicrous perversions of known facts. We know them too 
well, but we also know that these things are but a kind of 
scum on the surface of much that is dignified, true and 
purposeful, even though it may not always be clothed in 
the most perfect literary form. 

Our critic has overlooked one vital point, The great 
man, dead—whoever it may be—has lost for all time the one 
thing that related him perfectly to this world when he 
lived in it—his physical brain. 

There is no longer any possibility of his reproducing 
himself in mortal life exactly as he could do when he dwelt 
amongst us. Lat the finest brain amongst the finest psychics 
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be placed at his disposal—it is not is brain, the relation- 
ship is at best imperfect. And this brings us to the con- 
sideration that the only true and normal influence of the 
finer minds amongst the so-called dead upon the minds of 
earth is always expressed along interior—spiritual— 
channels in inspiration, in monition, in unspoken direction, 
in that golden impulse that lies behind all noble thought. 
The forms have gone, whether they were physical bodies or 
the written and spoken words. But the spirit of each 
remains. 

Then, to face that question of the apparent impossibility 
of gaining a clear and definite description of the nature of the 
world beyond, it seems plain that were the highest resources 
of human language, the most perfect literary forms 
employed, the description would perforce have to be given 

in terms of the world in which we live. We have seen 
many eloquent descriptions, but always the old objection 
remained — it is only this world over again." It is 
difficult to see how it could be otherwise, for how with the 
physical side of his nature is any man to think except in 
terms of the physical world? On the inner side of his 
nature—as a spiritual being—he may apprehend the matter, 
but so long as he remains polarised to the external side of 
things so long must all his conceptions of things flow into 
that form. To man as a spirit the ghost is a kindred man, 
moving on a normal plane of action, higher, more refined, 
than the man of earth; to man as a physical creature, the 
ghost is—what? A shadow, a phantom, an elusive shape, 
fragmentary, sepulchral, a "thing of shreds and patches.” 
The ghost might with entire justice return the compliment 
if he had never lived in this world. What do we appear 
like to him? A flocklof chattering shadow shapes excitedly 
concerned about trifles, and consequently with no excess of 
intelligence—inane creatures busied with delusive notions 
of reality, “hugging their bodies round them like thin 
shrouds” and proclaiming to the radiant world of spirits: 
We, only, truly live, but ye are dead.” But how to 
bridge the gulf, to bring to the minds of those immersed in 
the concerns of mortality some perception, however 
dim, that their world is not the only world, that 
there are realms of life beyond it more highly 
evolved, even more real? It will be done—the work is 
going on all the while. Something is effected if only by 
the stirring up of thought, even by the circulation of 
fantastic and distorted ideas having their substantial basis 
in the reality of a world of spirits whether consisting only 
of just men made perfect or “spooks,” “astral entities,” 
“elementals” and the rest. ‘The painful formation of 
pot-hooks and hangers leads on to a knowledge of 
the method of writing the English of Shakespeare. 
The lore of a new world is before us, and the best 
of us. are only in the primer class. We have at 
least learned something there, even if it is only equiva 
lent to the a-b ab, and b-a ba, of our nursery days. Those 
who stay outside and laugh at our efforts have no real 
occasion for mirth, having learned nothing at all. We are 
engaged in turning the unknown and uncertain into the 
known and assured, There is a vast realm of uncer- 
tainty around ns, but we are gradually reducing it to order 
and intelligibility by the only method available—that of 
study and experiment. It is neither a simple nor a thank- 
ful task. It is much easier to stand and look on—and 


eriticise. 


A sona that is really musical and enjoyable must be 
sung spontaneously— without effort. So with the spiritual—the 
one who is always striving to become spiritual is only in the 
material consciousness, "That which is spiritual comes without 
effort. It breathes itself out unconsciously. 
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MY PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES. 


By MAJOR-GENERAL Sir ALFRED TURNER, K.C.B. 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates, and 
friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
May 7th, 1914, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Vice- Admiral W. Usborne Moore, Vice-President, in 
the chair. 


(Continued from page 236.) 


Cases or HAUNTING. 

Then followed an account of a visit to a haunted house near 
Yarmouth. He had visited the “haunted room” with the 
lady of the house and another lady whom he knew and who was 
strongly endowed psychically. While in the room, Sir Alfred 
said he felt a sensation as though a figure were leaning on his 
back, and both the ladies felt a grip on their necks and screamed, 
whereupon the strange visitation immediately ceased. It was 
reported that a savage murder had long before been committed 
inthe room. There was a large orifice in the wall of the room 
through which the miscreant was reported to have thrown the 
bodies, The crime had been committed centuries ago, and doubt- 
Jess the figure which haunted the room was not the ghost of the 
murderer, but probably merely a thought form arising out of the 

p emanations which emerged from the mind of the 
erat the time of his foul deed. The next example of 
given by the speaker was the case of a house in Chelsea 
ig a séance held there, some curious things happened. 
from two musical instruments which had lost 
trings, and there came also the appearance of an old 


not the least idea that he had passed over, 
had been “on the other side” for more than a 
He said he was very glad to see them and men- 
name was Comerford, also giving the names of 
It was a curious circumstance that on the out- 
se appeared the letter “C.” The house was 
ve been the abode of the Queen of King Charles II. 
sanza) after the destruction of the Palace of 
but people said it was tenanted by a man named 
d it was supposed that the letter really referred 
je 
ht the people who then owned the house and who 
friends of Sir Alfred, asked him to come and dine 
Inside the building was a curious winding stair- 
mentary to the main staircase. As he was going 


he Es. that the monk was a guest like himself. 
tand hostess sitting down to dinner, he asked “ Where 
priest ?”—an inquiry which called forth the counter 
, “What priest?” “The priest I saw on the stairs,” 
plied, whereupon he learned that the being he had seen was 
this world—that one of the ghosts which haunted the 
s that of a priest supposed to have been father-confessor 
who had owned the place many long years before. 
Practica Uses OF SPIRIT COMMUNION. 
said that there was no practical use in Spiritualism, 

lfred gave two examples to the contrary. He once 
1 a séance in London, taking with him a brother officer 
en wounded in the South African campaign, and 
d no previous experience of psychic phenomena. 
in the circle for a short time his friend suddenly 
d, "I can't stand this! I can't stay any longer. I 
; end any longer," and quitted the room. After his 
lady in the circle said that she had seen a wounded 
ci uniform stained with blood,who said to the officer : 
ithout leaving a will. My widow gets a comparatively 

tion of my estate. You mast go to my brother and 
that you have a message from me to which he must pay 
"The officer (as it afterwards transpired) fulfilled the 
nus given. On receiving the message the brother of 
man inquired what time the apparition appeared. 
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such an impulse as I never felt before. I seemed to hear an 
inward voice which said, You know it is not right that you 
should take so much of your brothers money although you are 
legally entitled to it. You must give more to the widow. " 
This monition, thus reinforced by the experience in the séance- 
room, was carried out and more ample provision made for the 
widow. (Applause.) 
In another case, where a young man had died suddenly 
from an unexplained cause, it was whispered that his death 
was of his own seeking. His mother was naturally greatly dis- 
tressed by what seemed a cruel aspersion on her son. At her 
own earnest appeal she was permitted to be a member of a circle 
held at Sir Alfred's house, Mrs. Wriedt being the medium. On 
inquiring of “John King” and other spirit visitors to the circle 
Sir Alfred was assured that it was not a case of suicide but pure 
accident. Later there was heard the voice of the young man 
himself. He gave his mother instructions as to the completion 
of a book he had been writing, and assured her that he was 
perfectly happy. She went away greatly comforted. “T would 
like, said Sir Alfred Turner, " to ask those who are opposed to 
the idea of spirit communion if they would grudge that poor 
mother the great consolation she received?” (Applause.) 
Tue Return or W. T. SrEAD. 

* You have heard,” continued Sir Alfred, “ of the reappear- 
ances of Mr. Stead. He was a great personal friend of mine, and 
his death was a real grief to me. On the Sunday after the loss 
of the ‘Titanic,’ I was with a psychometrist, and she told me 
that she saw behind me a man’s head, and then the whole figure. 
She went on to give an accurate description of Mr. Stead, and 
said that he was holding a child by the hand. I wrote imme- 
diately to Miss Harper, Mr. Stead’s secretary, and she told me 
that they had had exactly the same appearance of Mr. Stead 
holding a child’s hand. 

A few nights after that we were sitting in my house (I am 
not sure whether Mrs. Wriedt was with us), when almost imme- 
diately the voice of Stead came and spoke at length to us. He 
told us what happened at the wreck—how, after the ship 
had sunk, many bewildered spirits had not the slightest notion 
that they had passed over; and how, knowing quite well where 
he was—he had experienced no surprise and felt no shock except 
the first struggle—he at once set about endeavouring to help 
these poor people to realise what had happened, and was soon 
afterwards joined by others in his missionary work. 

* Here I may state that Mr. Husk, who was lying ill in bed 
on the night of the accident, woke next morning in a state of 
tremor and agitation, and said that he had had a terrible dream: 
he had been out in a wreck and had seen great mountains of 
ice. The news had not then been received. It appears that 
Mr. Stead's controls had gone out to the wreck with Mr. Husk's 
astral body; for, while the etheric body cannot be parted from 
its physical envelope without the death of the latter, the astral 
body can go any distanee and return. 

“To resume: we asked Mr. Stead whether he would show 
himself. He said he could not then, but if we would go, on 
such and such a date, to Cambridge House he would doso. We 
went, but we got practically no results except that Stead 
appeared at once, showing himself in short, sharp flashes, 
dressed ason earth. Since then I have seen him several times.” 
Referring to the last and most distinct of these manifestations 
(mentioned on page 207), when, unable to say more, Mr. Stead 
urged him to “pursue the truth,” Sir Alfred paid a warm 

tribute to his friend : “ There was no one on earth braver than 
he, nothing would take him out of the straight path. I am 
convinced that he is helping us now, and that he will continue 
to be of the greatest help to those who have worked with him 
in the past.” 

Turning for a moment to the earliest days of Spiritualism, 
Sir Alfred alluded to the spiritual manifestations, both good and 

evil, recorded in the Bible, and pertinently asked: “If there 
were spirits seen then, why not now? If the people who dis- 
believe us believe in the Bible, their reasons and conclusions are 
surely most illogical.” 
Srrrit PHOTOGRAPHS. 
Proceeding, Sir Alfred said that the only spirit photographer 
he had known was Mr. Boursnell, whom he met by the intro- 
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duction of Mr. Stead. On one occasion Mr. Boursnell took a 
photograph of him (Sir Alfred Turner) which, on being de- 
weloped, showed the spirit of his mother standing by his side. 
The likeness was clearly recognisable, being exactly like a 
miniature of her taken at the time when he was a small boy. He 
had also obtained through Mr. Boursnells mediumship other 
psychic photographs. This particular photo, however, he had 
allowed to be reproduced in one or two papers, and a short time 
afterwards Mr. Maskelyne stated in the press that the photograph 
was not a photograph of Sir Alfred's mother and that Sir Alfred 
ought to have consulted experts, for, however earnest and sincere 
he had been in the pursuit of his inquiry into psychic photo- 
graphy, he had undoubtedly been deceived. “But,” said the 
speaker, “I think I am more likely to be a judge as to whether 
the photograph was that of my mother than even the eminent 
Mr. Maskelyne.” 

On one occasion he had taken to Mr. Boursnell a lady 
who was not a Spiritualist. After she had been photographed 
there appeared on the plate, to her amazement, portraits of her 
father and an aunt who bad lived with her, and the lady became a 
convert to the genuineness of psychic photography. 

Arronrs. 

Concerning this phase of physical phenomena, Sir Alfred 

Turner related that for a particular spirit friend he had always 


who had been killed in the South African war. The members 


most powerful medium. 

Of the phenomenon of psychic music the speaker related 
some remarkable examples Thus, on one occasion, the celebrated 
vocalist, Signor Foli, was amongst the spirit visitors, and sang to 


Spiritualism, spprosched in a proper 
frame of mind, and considered as a religion of a high order, 
must become the greatest blessing to those who pursue it. It 
prepares us for the day when we must quit our physical body 
and proceed to higher rungs of the ladder of evolution. We 
need not pay the slightest attention to the mockers and scoffers. 
"The followers of all religions in the past have had to bear the 
“whips and scorns of time,” and it rather shows the strength 
of our faith and its solid foundation, that we can stand together 
and face the ridicule that the world always showers on those 
whose ideals it cannot share, and of whose truths it has had no 
experience. (Applause). * 
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Tse CHAIRMAN described how when at Cambridge House at a 
séance at which Mrs Wriedt was the medium, he had been 
speaking to his friend “Iola.” Presently she said, " Wait a 
moment,” and after about ten minutes resumed her conversation. 
On Admiral Moore inquiring the cause of the delay, she 
replied, " Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace has just passed through, 
and he said to me, ‘So this is "Julia's Bureau." I have heard 
of it, but had no experience of it during my life on earth. 

A member of the audience, referring to the lecturer's remarks 
concerning intrusive spirits, inquired whether the séances had 
always been opened with prayer, to which Sir Alíred replied, 
“Yes, on every occasion.” 

Miss Mack Watt, as one who had attended some of the 
séances referred to by Sir A. Turner, described some of the 
manifestations she had herself witnessed. 

Da AsnRAHAM WALLACE, in moving a resolution of thanks, 
said that in the interesting and highly philosophical addres 
by Mr. Yeats to whieh they had listened at the previous 
meeting in that hall they had seen the question treated 
from a theoretical standpoint. On the present occasion they 
had on their platform two men of action, brilliant repre- 

sentatives of the Army and Navy. He did not think that 
such a thing had happened before. Such men were usually 
brought face to face with serious matters and were not likely to 
give up in face of difficulties, and that was certainly the case in 
regard to Spiritualistic phenomena, to the reality of which 
both of them bore their testimony. General Sir Alfred Turner 
had for many years devoted careful attention to the subject and 

had not only strengthened the convictions of Spiritualists but 

had brought into the movement many people who had previously 

known nothing of the subject. He (Dr. Wallace) had had the 

privilege of attending some of the séances at Sir Alfred Turner's 

house. On one occasion they had received a manifestation of 

psychic power so great that it was as if an earthquake had taken. 

place. As they knew, on the occasion of St. Paul being released 
from prison what seemed to be au earthquake had taken place, 

but while the earthquake explained the shaking of the prison it 

did not explain the falling of the shackles from the prisoners In 
the General's house they had heard a tremendous rumbling which 

he (Dr. Wallace) at first thought was due to the Underground 
Railway, till he remembered that it was about a mile away. He had 
also seen on these occasions some very interesting materialisstions. 
On one occasion there was present a distinguished Theosophist, 

but there had been no “elementals” at the séances at which 
Dr. Wallace was present. In conclusion, he wished to thank Sir 
Alfred Turner for the deeply interesting account of his experi- 
ences and to express the hope that he would address them again 
on another occasion. (Applause.) 

Mns. BELL having seconded the resolution, 

Sm A.rrep Turver said: I thank you for the very kind 
attention which you have given to my remarks. It encourages 


MRS. ROBERTS JOHNSON, 


Mrs. Roberts Johnson, the North of England lady who has 
proved so remarkable a medium for the direct voice in connec- 
tion with the circlesalluded to in the article by “ A City Magis- 
trate" (Licut, April 25th, pp. 199, 200), recently visited 
London, and during her stay called at the office of this journal. 
Mrs. Roberts Johnson is a lady of pleasing presence, bright 
and alert in mind, and with some eighteen years’ experience of 
mediumship. Her gifts, we learned, have never yet been 
exercised in public, but have been confined to the family circle 
or séances in the homes of friends. Her powers as a medium for 
voice manifestations developed after some sittings with Mrs. 
Everitt, whose mediumship in connection with this phase of 
phenomena is well known. Mrs. Johnson shares the view now 
so frequently expressed that external psychic manifestations are 
tending in the direction of “voice” production—a form of 
evidence which is free from the drawbacks which attend most of 
the other objective phenomena. 
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A COMPARISON AND A CONTRAST. 


By L. V. H. WITLEY. 


A certain Nonconformist weekly of wide circulation and 
influence has a column devoted to the “ solution” of questions 
seat in by its readers. The solver of these problems is a D.D. 
and Professor. It is striking how, again and again, the question 
of the Hereafter comes up. A little while ago the Professor 
> dealt with the suggestion that the dead lie unconscious from the 
moment of physical dissolution until the day of “the general 
resurrection,” but recently the same question has been raised 
wxe more. The correspondent says that his grandfather, aged 
gghty-four, is “unsettled and puzzled” because a friend has sug- 
gested to the old man that when he dies he will not go straight 
into the presence of God but sleep until “the judgment day.” Now, 
how does the Professor deal with the problem? One is tempted 
to say, Just as one would expect of a theologian and theorist. 
Instead of giving a plain Yea” or " Nay,” he replies: “I am 
| — no means prepared to accept the theory, yet I see much that 
t may commend it.” And so he proceeds to occupy the whole of 
along column with the setting forth of a doctrine, and reasons 
therefor, in which he admittedly has no personal belief! He 
quotes some obscure authority who holds “that the spirit is ina 
“Sate of total insensibility from the instant of death until the 
instar of the general resurrection. The interval between death 
judgment is in this way annihilated for them.” At the last 
essor admits that "all this is mere surmise,” and he 
he non-committal and unsatisfying conclusion, “ If 
‘and truly believing, we shall refrain from curious 
and be content to leave the future with God.” 
llt is that this man of light and leading sets forth 
or theory in which he admits he has no belief, and 
wp by betraying his own insufficiency and incom- 
l effectively with the problem. 
rn now from theory to fact, from unreality to 
Baptists (particularly some of them) are as 
to Spiritualism as any other body of orthodox 
hat happened at their Spring Assembly just 
ig the year one of the most capable and promising 
leaders, Dr. Newton Marshall, had passed on, 
nees were made to the loss the denomination 
Perhaps the most striking incident was in a 
John Clifford. Here is one description of it: 
r, and emphasised by tears was "Dr. Clifford’s 
to “My boy, Newton Marshall, who has fallen in the 
It from us to-day— not here, yet who knows, he may 
(P Inthesolemn hush that fell upon the Assembly, 
of Newton Marshall seemed to hover over the pulpit 
son all the younger ministers to the heights of strenuous 


the same session, which was crowded and overcrowded 
ates from all over the country, another reference was 
Mr. T. J. Hughes to the leader who had pissed on: 
Newton Marshall—that great, strong soul—with us 
There was quite a dramatic moment, indeed, 
as usual, it was a woman who said the right thing at 
E opment. It is described thus: Newton Marshall, 
X here ! cried Mr. Hughes in an intense moment at the 
day morning meeting. Ves, a woman's voice cried 
and a wave of conviction seemed to sweep the 
[he same writer, referring to the great gathering at 
ll the previous evening, said: " William Carey, 
ns John Foster, William Brock, Charles Haddon 
are they not here to share the joy and cheer on the 
Some would even dare to say so." 
e same line was the tribute of Dr. Clifford (himself 
g frail with the weight of years of strenuous labour) 
hood. “Woman,” he said, is a perpetual astonish- 
My mother was I do not feel that I understand 
Her lovely ways, her beauty of soul, still cast 


stand for the great truths of spirit communion and 
ay well take our courage in both hands; for what- 
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ever dry-as«dust theologians may put forward in the way of 
theory, the human heart at times of stress and strain and sorrow 
must and will turn to the Unseen and to those dwelling therein 
for help and comfort and stay. 

The comparison I have made is between the man of theology 
and the man of intense human feeling; the contrast is between 
theory (and that not believed in), and faith wedded to ex- 
perience, and in such a conflict the battle is won ere ever the 
forces are joined, for when faith is linked to experience, and 
experience added to faith, the spirit and the spiritual come 
into their own. 


MISS LILIAN WHITING ON EFFICIENT LIVING. 


Whether Miss Lilian Whiting’s reflections in the May number 
of " The Nautilus" have any relation to the subjects for which 
Licut specially stands may be questioned, but they certainly have 
a very definite and helpful relation to life under present-day con- 
ditions, and we venture, therefore, to give some of her philo- 
sophy. Quoting Emerson's exhortation, " Write on your hearts 
that each day is the best day in the year, she says:— 


To command at willa high state of mental energy is virtually 
to command the entire outlook on life. The condition of being 
* too busy,” too hurried,” to attend to a specific thing at the 
right moment is almost a mental epidemic. At thelast analysis 
it reduces itself to an absurdity. “Too busy!" For what? 
Really “too busy” to do anything. We all catch this craze now 
and then, and when we find ourselves becoming thus entangled 
it is time to pause and unravel the threads. Not infrequently 
the direct path to higher efficiency is, for the time being, to let 
go all we are so inefficiently attempting to grasp. . . Straighten 
everything out, one’s self included. For when life degenerates 
to the point that nobody has time for anything, it is really too 
irrational. Have we any directive power or have wenot? Are 
we merely drifting at the mercy of any chance current? 


The initial start out of the melée is to put everything in 
order, but here Miss Whiting makes it evident that she is think- 
ing of her sisters in particular, for she proceeds to give a piece of 
advice, unfortunately impracticable to the male sex, viz., to “go 
and make a pretty toilette.” 


Get into your favourite colour, for colour has magic power, 
and you are at once conscious of newness of life. It is no more 
irreverent to seek renewal of spirit by these means than 
it is by fastingand prayer. It is the end, not the means, that 
is of importance. Perhaps you will do no more work that 
day. But you have already done all. When, the next morning, 
you again enter on that particular task, whatever it is, it will 
achieve itself like magic. Things are always right, if we are right! 
Those days when the total depravity of inanimate things asserted 
itself are chaos out of which creation springs. Do not let them 
depress you. . . Always make friends with conditions. So 
shall they be surely and swiftly overcome. The dangerous 
stage of this is reached when one begins to feel that nothing is 
of any consequence. This is a mood to be vigorously taken in 
hand. Everything is of consequence. Each hour is luminous 
with golden possibilities. Specific work, however essential, is 
not all there is of life. More important than any outer achieve- 
ment is one’s own mental, one’s own spiritual state. Bringing 
that into harmony, all else takes care of itself. . . 

If we have fallen upon an age that requires more of 
us in the way of achievement, we must discover the means of 
generating greater energy. “ Tis life of which our nerves are 
scant.” And how shall we generate this greater energy! By 
living in the spirit—and the life of the spirit is order, loveliness, 
joy, peace, sweetness, serenity. These are our sources of power 
—power by drawing upon which we may learn to constantly 
make each day our best day of the year. 


“LIGHT” “TRIAL” SUBSCRIPTION. 


As an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
subscribers, we will supply Liehr for thirteen weeks, post free, 
for 2s, as a “trial” subscription, feeling assured that at the 
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„TRANCE CHEATING" AND SIMULATED 
MANIFESTATIONS. 


SowE ExawrLES AND CONCLUSIONS. 


Br W. H. Evans. 


Sweeping assertions, which cannot be supported by facts, are 
sometimes made by Spiritualists concerning mediums—for 
instance, that they are people of little or no will-power, in- 
fluenced by every suggestion within their surroundings This 
is not true, mediums generally exhibiting a strength of will 
equal to that of non-mediums And it is uncharitable of those 
who are not mediumistic, and who consequently depend upon 
mediums for their proof of a future life, to insinuate that 
sensitives are either weak-willed or worse. 

It bas often been stated that no medium has escaped the 
charge of being deceptive on occasions But making a charge 
is ope thing, sastainimg it quite another. Even if it were true 
that every medium did at times stoop to such practices, there 
would bes reason for it. For every effect there must be a cause. 
That a person who normally is perfectly honest, truthful, and 
reliable should, under certain psychological conditions, commit 
an act which in his normal state would call out his antipathy 
and condemnation would be in itself a remarkable phenomenon. 
To say that the medium was not responsible would not explain 
it; it would only be shifting the ground. 

In short, it is necessary to assign a cause in all such cases 
We desire to know that cause. On the other band, is every- 
thing that is denominated fraud really fraudulent? May not 
that which is called a fraud be due simply to the sitters not 
clearly seeing what the controlling entities wish to convey? Is 
it mot possible that one kind of phenomenon is taken for 
smother, so that when the mistake is discovered the medium is 
accused of bad intentions of which be is entirely innocent, and 
made the scapegost of an error of jadgment on the part of the 
sitter? Let me illustrate what I mean. m 

which is beld im dark- 


mess, the medium is securely fastened to his chair. A Sashlight 
torch, kept by ome of the sitters, is used when the controls call 
for it Presently a light is seem inside the cabinet Nearly 
everyone exclaims, " There is a spirit light ! ~ This sapposed spirit 
light keeps showing intermittently, until at length one of the 
sitters more keen than the rest, asks the sitter who has charge 
of the Sash-torch whetber it is still im his posesion. Tbe 
latter, om putting bis hands im his pocket, discovers that the 
torch is no longer there It then transpires that the spirit 
operators had taken the Gashlight out of the sitters pocket and 
were ashing it inside the cabinet Iam speaking from experi- 
ence. The thing actually happened 

Now, bere was a genuine phenomenon which might have led 
to the medien bent accused of frand Had the fashhght 
been found inside the cabinet after the circle, what concleson 
would the sitters have drawn! Would they not have been sus- 
pacious at the least ! 

I remember om smother occasion Sitting in a circle in a 
rather dim light, when presently a supposed materialised 
hand was thras cot between the cartaims Atomce many er- 
claimed at the wonder and accepted it as a genzize materiali- 
sation. Yet it was patent to a few of us that it was the medinm. 
own hand with a handkerchief hanging from tbe wrist. — When 
told of it the medium professed to be quite unconscious of the 
chest, and as really genuine phenomena bad been given throogh 
bim I am disposed to think be was speaking the truth. 

The cases cited by Mr. W. R Vests are interesting im this 
comnectüom, bot what are we to understand by "trance 
chesting™ ! Who cheats! Is the trance sometimes self-induced 
or ic E prodaced by control ! The seizing of a tambourine with the 
teeth and throwing ii iato the air is aa imstance of how easy & 
isto mistake ome thing for another. And where these things 
bhappez, i is wise to try and mote all the conditions that tend im 
the direction of what i called frand. The psychological stream 
of power takes with it all sorts of elements amd im a circle com- 
posed of different people it is imposible to gt a uniform 
standard ether of intelligence or morals All may pass muser, 
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but we cannot know each other's secret thoughts The medium 
is the target which receives these many thoughts The com- 
position of the circle draws elements like to itself intellectually 
and morally. The result is a peculiar psychic amalgam, out of 
which you may get a glimpse of heaven or hell For this reason 
Iam disposed to think that tests as ordinarily imposed on physi- 
cal mediums are not so scientific asthey appear. The imposition 
of test conditions is an assumption—and often a false one—tkat 
the medium is dishonest. However much this may be glomed 
over by intellectual subtleties, it must be remembered that the 
thought underlying it cannot be hidden. It enters the current, 
and as it is frequently the strongest thought of all—altboug& 
discreetly tucked out of sight— it determines both the quality 
and tendency of the stream. It deflects it, in fact, from bones 
purpose For this reason the medium needs protection Sir 
William Crookes bears witness to this important point, as be 
states that as he got to understand his medium, and learned to 
trust her more, the phenomena became richer, stronger and more 
abundant . The usual position of the average psychic researcher 
is entirely wrong. 

But—and here isa problem that perplexes many— why ġo 
spirits simulate phenomena! Take the foregoing case of the 
flashlight No word was said by the controlling entities to 
indicate that it was not a spirit-light even though so maay 
were enraptured with it. It was left to the wit of one sitter to 
discover what it really was. It is difficult to understand Were 
the spirits really so anxious to show a spirit-light that, finding 
there was not sufficient power, they were ready to stoop to such 
a subterfuge, thus exposing their medium to the possibility of 
being accused of trickery? The possibility is not very com- 
forting We know there are all sorts of people im spirit life, 
bat that they should stoop to such practices is not very re- 
ing. Bat, then, were the spirits actually cheating? We bare 
become so obsessed with the idea of cheating and trickery ia 
these matters that we actually refuse to trust each other. It is 
always someone else who chests—«x cannot Oar conceit i i 
colossal Bat do we not sometimes deceive ourselves ! Bü 
mot possible that spirits sometimes administer a sharp reprimand 
and try to educate us in the art of discrimination! I am inclined 
to think that in many cases it isso. A genuine phenomena È 
produced, but we misinterpret it through mal-cbservation of the - 
fat We are too eager to accept all that comes as being what 


pie”! We do not know bow the energy that is used for thee 
3 cr dimdel The chemistry ob n is 
ot ae oben Doabtles: ii sometimes gets ont di 


the condition: for genuine phenomena That being so, aap- 
thing that looks suspicions is mot necessary fravduket (m - 
the surface it looks a cheat ; underneath it is found to be genuine 
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Iam making this assumption because without it the whole life 
amd moral nature appear to rest upon an insecure foundation. 
Individuality becomes unstable and fleeting The stream of 
q@msciousness becomes turbid and disorderly. 

There remains one other possibility: that of the medium 
being influenced by an undeveloped spirit This sometimes 
bens but there is a great deal of humour hidden under- 
meh some of these apparently unreliable phenomena I am 
ted to think sometimes that we enter upon our investigation 
wah soch an assumption of serious superiority that our friends 
ger the way poke fun at us. They are human, and there is a great 
(temptation to fool the man who thinks he is wiser than any- 
Redpehe. And I fear we sometimes put on that air of wisdom, 
gesaking our human foibles for flashes of genius The result 
tbat our unseen friends sometimes “play up to ua And 
however much our amour propre may be wounded, it is distinctly 
mireshing—looked at in the right wsy—to picture our spirit 
qompanions having a hearty laugh at our expense 


THE BALSAM. 


A PanaBLE FROM Piast Lire 


ote of the universe is life, life exuberant, insurgent, 
- pe. Let the traffic desert a busy road, and in a day or 
be gras up —to the road-maker a mark of decadence, 
| philosopher a sign of the eternal vitality of Natare. 
im my garden stands, in its humble way, 2s a 
truth. I am sorry for the balsam, for needs 
Bat perhaps if I may only put on record 
perseverance and strenuous courage he bas 
t have been sacrificed in vain. 
= the garden I bave now bad been 
d to run to ruin, and on one bed, there by 
down this baleam has his roots. 
pen all of plant life slept, I dug the bed 
find of undesirable growth. Bat when 


rst one little red nose, then another, and 
as I could root them oat im ome place they 


my, had a hundred beads, bot it was 
of my balsam. Yet if be should win in 
om that side woald be doomed, for be 
ill fellow six or eight feet high, amd woefally 


rj the astounding energy and pertinacity of 
Mile baried root. It feels the attraction of the warm 
s and, striving for expression, the pulsing life within i 
= ber shoot to the surface. It ceases not, mor falters, 
‘hough disaster follows swift upon defeat So 
Mns its arms stretch upward in incessant answer 
17 to the call of its God, the san. 

mss a pitifal thing to deny the right of so insistent 5 
) lave, bat since my balsam mus die im order that 
ge let me at leas give him this monument 
a last benison let me write that if only we 
vigorous in our outstretchings to the God 
was this little buried balsam towards the sun 
would the garden of this present world bare 
e and more fragrant than at present it 

EL Easest Hest. 


LIGHT. 


SIDELIGHTS, 


Mr. H. Hamilton Fries article upon " The Miracle Traim, 
published in the "Daily Mail” of the 12th inst, deseribes 
several scientific experiments which have such a striking re- 
semblance to certain peychic phenomena that we cannot refrain 
quoting from the article. Says Mr. Fyfe: " t 

warehouse floor which has been turned into s workshop is s 
switchboard controlling current from a powerful asmamu- 
lator. Fifteen yards awzy a small magnetic col stands 
on a pedestal wired to the accumulator. Here, say: 
M. Bachelet, an alert Frenchman with rough, grey Lair, 
a Mystic s eyes, and am American accent, ‘bere is a dis of 
metal Please take it and try to press it down upon the coil’ 
At the same time he signals to the young lady at the mwitck- 
board, and she turns on a current of something over two ban- 
dred volts.) The admiral who balds the disc tries to prem it 
down. He cannot A force comes up from the cxi which 
repelsit. This invisible fores is as strong 15 2 jet of water would 
be, and, like a jet of water rising from a fountain, it is eri- 
dently cone-shaped, for the disc slips of it and becomes more 
manageable when it is not held above the centre of the . 


eti becomes 
No man alive could lift it c8, says M. Bachelet. 


chair to the Soor. The parallel is, indeed, a &rikimg one. 
The following 


z im leader. entuled A Bundle of 


(Faox Len or Mar 2irs, 1554) 


We all know that whatever comes from s supped spiritual 
source, as it cam only be erterzihsed through a bamsa 


T 
Eire 
JHE 
is | 
HE 
HE 

He 
I 


§ 
H 
i 
il 


i 
t 

115 
i 


i 
| 


i perfect integrity, published a volame of 
spirit writing: made, while the mediam was sanding apart, co 
paper ld om the tombs in St Deni: Kings, queens, amd anciest 
sages wrote in this way throagh the Baron s asdiamship The 
writings all differed from each other a little, as the impellung 
———— Ó— eee ce 
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DIRECT VOICE PHENOMENA. 


From Mr. Thomas Blyton, managing director of the 
Finchley Spiritualist Centre, we have received the following 
account of a recent visit paid by him to one of the circles held 
at Cambridge House, Wimbledon, as a guest of the medium, 
Mre, Etta Wriedt :— 

The circle, comprising fifteen ladies and gentlemen, was 
grouped in horseshoe form, with Mrs. Wriedt at the base, and 
the séance, which commenced at seven o'clock and lasted until 
half-past nine, was held in absolute darkness. All present 
joined in repeating the Lord’s Prayer, followed by the singing 
of the hymn, “ Nearer, my God, to Thee.” The voice of W. T. 
Stead then greeted the circle, addressing those personally known 
to him, the tone and manner of his speech being quite life-like, 
Conversations ensued between the various sitters and a number 
of their spirit friends, and there was little, if any, difficulty in the 
recognition of the spirit voices. Two relatives of the writer's wife 
unexpectedly addressed him ; the late Archdeacon Colley spoke 
clearly at some little length in relation to recent successes in 
“psychic photography” in connection with the Crewe 
Circle," showing a fairly intimate knowledge of events in that 
direction, and “John King” spoke with considerable vigour, and 
greeted those with whom he was more or less familiar in his 
customary hearty style. ‘ Dr. Sharp also spoke at considerable 
length, in a wonderfully clear and sustained manner, his remarks 
showing a well-defined individuality. By his direction the 
séance was brought to a close, the sitters being requested to stand 
and sing the Doxology. 

This experience of the "direct voice" impressed me most 
convincingly, Mrs. Wriedt retaining consciousness throughout 
the séance and helping in the recognition of such of the voices 
as were weak and faint in articulation by repeating what was 
said. It struck me as remarkable with what facility and 
naturalness of expression the communicating spirit people spoke, 
and the ease and pleasure with which the vocal intercourse was 
carried on. The phase of psychic faculty exercised by Mrs. 
Wriedt is undoubtedly of a unique type and one which should, 
when possible, be cultivated by other mediums. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by correspon- 
dents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for 
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion, 
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer's 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith, 


Thought and Will, 


Sin,—Both thought and will are potent factors. While all 
thought exists to overthrow the evidence of perception, the 
reason (intellect) is not ours as individuals; it has its own laws. 
The will differs ; it is ours and has its necessity, laws, and life 
independent of us. We think according to the laws of thought, 

+ we will according to laws of action, thus unifying. Our will is 
perfected in God's, a natural process, submission without effort, — 
Yours, Ko., 


E. P. PRENTICE. 


Jeanne D'Arc : Her Visions and Voices. 


Brn,—1 have, doubtless in common with many other readers, 
followed with interest this discussion, although I could wish 
that some of the side issues had been left out, It was, one 
would think, quite possible to consider the subject of the Maid 
of Orleans entirely from the standpoint of its psychical and 
spiritual meanings. No doubt the interaction of these with 
religious, political and historical questions led to contradictions 
and anomalies But so it always does. One has only to see how 
the life of Jesus Christ, considered in relation to ita religious and 
political influences, is treated by secularist writers, in order to 
understand that point. Mr, Witley is well advised in appealing 
to the pragmatic aspect, The test of truth is not how it looks, 
but how it works,—Yours, Co., 


May 18th, 1914. 
[This correspondence is now closed, — Ep.] 


D, HAMILTON, 


IE (Cy de A be 


[May 23, 1914. 


SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, MAY 17th, Go. 


Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be added 
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence, 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST Assooration.—The Arts Centre, 
93, Mortimer-street, Langham-place, W.—Mr. Percy R. Street, 
under control, delivered a most interesting address on “ Tho 
Whips of God.” Mr. Leigh Hunt presided. 11th, Mrs. Mary 
Gordon gave successful clairvoyant descriptions. Mr. W. T. 
Cooper presided. Sunday next, see advt. on front page.—D.N, 

Lonpon SPIRITUAL Mission: 13B, Pembridge Place, Bays 
water, W.—Inspirational addresses: Morning, by Mr. E. W. Beard 
on “ Our Difficulties in Spirit Life“; evening, by Mr. E. II. Peck. 
ham on “ Facts and Fallacies about Heaven and Hell” ; solo by 
Miss Pickles. For next week's services see front page. 

SHEPHERD'S Busa.—73, BECKLOW-ROAD.—Mrs. Webster gave 
good address and descriptions. Sunday next, II a. m., circle; 
7 p.m., Mr. Symons. Thursday at 8, Mra. Harrad.—M. 8. 

WiIMBLEDON.—ST. Groroe's HousE, ALWYNE-ROAD.—Miss 
V. Burton, trance address Sunday next, at 7, Mr. Robert 
King, address, “The Other Side of Death,” and answers to 
questions, 

CHATHAM.—553, CANTERBURY-BTREET, GILLINGHAM.—Mr, 
G. F. Tilby gave an instructive address on “The A BO of 
Spiritualism.” Sunday next, Mrs. A. Jamrach, address and 
clairvoyance.—E. C. S. 

Onovpow.—GvwNASIUM HALL, HiGm-STREET.—Addres by 
Mr. H. Carpenter. Sunday next, Mrs. Mary Davies, address 
and clairvoyance. Thursday, meeting at 8; members’ circle 
afterwards,—L. P. G. 

CAMBERWELL NEW-ROAD.— SunnEY Masonio HALL — 
Mr. W. E. Long: Morning, “ Spirit Teachings” and answers to 
questions; evening, address by " Douglas" Sunday next, Mr. 
W. E. Long: 11 a.m., circle, personal messages; 6.30 p.m, 
trance address, “ Dangers of Mediumship.” 

Brixton. — 143a, SrockwELL PARK-ROAD, S.W.— Mr. 
J. C. Thompson delivered an interesting address on “Spiritualism, 
the Need of the Age.” Sunday next, Mr. Parker, address, and 
Mrs. Parker, clairvoyance ; 3 p.m., Lyceum. Circles; Monday, 
7.30, ladies“; Tuesday, 8 15, members“; Thursday, 8, public, 

OrAPHAM. — HOWARD - street, WANDSWORTH - ROAD, — 
Mrs. Mary Clempson poke on The Seen and the Unseen” 
and gave descriptions. Sunday next, 11.15 am, publie circle ; 
7 p.m., Mrs. Mary Gordon, address and clairvoyance, Thurs- 
day, at 8, service. 31st, Mrs. Keightley.— F. K. 

BnrGHTON.—MANOHESTER-STREET (OPPOSITE ÀQUARIUM).— 
Mrs. Mary Gordon gave addresses and descriptions. Sunday 
next, 11.15 and 7, Mrs, M. H. Wallis, addresses, answers to 
questions and clairvoyance. ‘Tuesday at 3, interviews; at 8, 
also Wednesday, at 3 p.m., circles, 

Briguton. —Winpsor HALL, WiwDson-sTREET, NORTH- 
STREET.—Mrs. Alice Jamrach gave addresses, descriptions and 
messages. Sunday next, at 11.15 and 7, Mr. G. Prior. Tues- 
days, at 8, Wednesdays, at 3, Mrs. G. C. Curry, clairvoyante, 
Thursdays, at 8.15, public circle. A. C. 

PECKHAM.—LAUSANNE HALL, LAUSANNE-ROAD.— Morning, 
good open circle ; evening, address and descriptions by Mrs. 
Podmore. Sunday next, 11.30, Mrs. M. E. Orlowski; 7 p.m, 
Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn. 28th, Mrs. Orlowski. 31st, Mr. Harry 
Stockwell. June 6th, 7th, and 8th, Mrs. Butterworth. —C. J. W. 

BRISTOL:—SPIRITUAL TEMPLE Cuunon, 26, Sroxns Onort.— 
Mr. and Mrs. Baxter gave addresses on “Ig the Book of Genesis 
Symbolical?” and “The Alpha and Omega,“ also well-recog- 
nised descriptions and messages. Sunday next, at 11 and 6,30, 
and Wednesday, at 3 and 7.30, public services. Monday and 
Friday, at 8, public circles, Monday, at 6, healing, free. 

GoopMayes AVENUE (almost opposite Goodmayes Station). — 
Address by Mr. G, R. Symons on " Fellowship." 12th, Mr. 
Tayler Gwinn spoke on " Compensation” and answered ques- 
tions Sunday next, 3 p.m., study class; 7 p.m, Mr. L. I. 
Gilbertson on " Do the Dead Return ? What say the Scriptures?” 
Tuesday at 8 p.m., Mr. II. Wake,—H,. W. 

BrRATFORD, — IpnMISTON - ROAD, FonkST-LANE, — Morning, 
discussion ; evening, Mr. Hayward spoke on“ The Need of Church 
Workers,” and Mrs Hayward gave descriptions. — 14th, Mr. 
J. Wrench, address and clairvoyance. Sunday next, 11.45 f. m., 
Fellowship; 7 p.m., Mr. Karl Reynolds, Thursday, at 8 p.m, 
Mrs. Greenwood, address and clairvoyance, 31st, Mrs. E, 
Neville, 

Haoxney.—240a, Amnonst-noap, N. E. — Morning, Mr, 
Dougall conducted the meeting ; evening, Mr. R. Boddington 
gave an eloquent address on ~ Spiritism versus. Spiritualism,” 
and answered questions. Sunday next, II a.m., Mrs, Brook man; 
7 pm, Mr. Otto Kottnitz. Monday, 8 pm, Mra, Sutton, 
Tuesday, 7.15, healing. Thursday, 7,45, members, 27th, 7.45, 
Miss Florence Morse, clairvoyance, —N, R. 


.. May 23, 1914.) 


Kinaston-on-Toames.—AssemBiy Rooms, Hampton Wick. 
Mr. King gave an interesting address. Sunday next, Mrs. 
Keightley, address and clairvoyance.— 5. 

HOLLOWAY. — GROVEDALE HALL,  GROVEDALE-ROAD. — 

Mrs. Harvey, of Southampton, gave addresses on “The Gospel 
of Spiritualism " and “ Life Here and Hereafter " and convincing 
descriptions, 13th, address and descriptions by Mrs. S. Podmore. 
Sunday next, 11.15 and 7, Mrs. M. Crowder, of Sheffield, Wed- 
nesday, Mrs, S, Fielder, 31st, Mr. A. Punter. Every Sunday, 
3 o'clock, Lyceum school.—J. F. 
— WooLwICOH AND PLUMBTEAD.—A fternoon, Lyceum; evening, 
H. Wright, address on “ Brotherhood," and good descrip- 
Large after-circle, conducted by Mrs. Peeling. 13th, at 
Miss Violet Burton, address on “The Opening of the Soul.” 
next, circles at 11.15 and 8.30; at 3, Lyceum ; at 7, 
. Harrad, address and psychometry. 27th, Mrs. Neville, 
dress and clairvoyance,—A. E. B. 


] 


a 


LEY Bay.—Able address by Mr. Thomas Galley on 
ipation,” followed by descriptions.—C. C. 
R.—MaARLBOROUGH HALrL.—Addresses by Mr. Elvin 
and Mrs, Letheren ; descriptions by Mrs. Letheren, 
HAM.—684, Hion RoAD.—In the absence of Mr. 
wis, Mr, and Mrs, Lund kindly conducted the service. 
GHAM. — Mxocnantcs’ Leorure HALL. — Addresses 
ptions by Mrs. R. Darby.—H. E. 
MOUTH.—54, COMMERCIAL-ROAD.— Mrs. Mitchell gave 
both morning and evening.—J. W. M. 
HAM.—30, JOHN-STREET, VILLA Cross, HANDS- 
resses and descriptions by Mrs. Gilbert (Man- 
4th, circle, conducted by Mrs. Martin.—J. H, R. 
BE, PLYMOUTH.—UNITY HALL, EDGCUMBE-STREET. 
Rooke on God Called Samuel.” Solo by 
scriptions by Mrs. Short.—G. H. K. 
HENLEY HALL, HENLEY-STREET.—Good inspira- 
r. W. Underwood on " Consider the Lilies,” 
criptions.—S. W. 
)UTH.— WILBERFORCE HALL, HOLDENHURST-ROAD. 
descriptions by Mr. F. T. Blake. 14th, ad- 
ms by Mr. H. Mundy. 
LETTICE-STREET, MUNSTER-ROAD. — Miss 
Liberty Group" ; evening, Mrs. Maunders 
descriptions by Mrs. Graddon Kent.—H. C. 
Workmen’s Hatt, ROoMFORD-ROAD.—In- 
Mr. A. Trinder on " Death—an Orderly 
[rs, E. Bryceson presided.—W, H. S. 
OWBTONE GYMNASIUM, NomrTHvIEW Drive, 
dress by Mrs, Mary Davies on “The Soul,” 
descriptions and messages. Large after-eirele. 
THOMAS - STREET Hatt, Sroxes Onorr.— 
Laddress by Mr. Bottomley ; usual meetings. 11th, 
phenomena, conducted by Mr. Harvey.—W. G. 
-Masonic Haut.—lInteresting address by Mr. 
‘The Appeals of Spiritualism.” Mr. H. P. 
ided.— W. C. 
l. — Opprettows’ Hatt, MORLEY-STREET.—Ad- 
i Prince ; descriptions by Mrs. Summers. 13th, 
ress by Mr. Townend, followed by descriptions and 
etrical readings. 15th, members’ circle. —A. W, C. 
y —Dn. JOHNSON'S-PASSAGE, BULL-STREET. — 
conducted both services, and gave descriptions. 
atill progressing. 18th, tea, circle, and public meeting, 
ses and descriptions by Mrs. Gilbert.—T. A. 
on PARK, E.— T RIRD-AVENUE, CHURCH-ROAD.—15th, Mrs. 
t spoke on “The Reality of the Unseen” and gave 
adings On the 11th she addressed the ladies’ 
ve descriptions, 14th, Lyceum conference, 
i A TEMPLE. —VIOTORIA-ROAD SovTH.—Mr. Frank 
ike on Divinity“; descriptions by Mrs. V. Croxford. 
„ descriptions by Miss Fletcher, Mrs. V. Croxford and Mrs. 
ne,— J. Mok’, 
{anon Park.—Corner or SHREWSBURY AND STRONE- 
ROADS,—Morning, Mr. G. F. Tilby conducted a healing service ; 
aft D, progressive Lyceum; evening, address by Mr. 
n “Faith and Suffering." Anthem by the 
y ; 7 05 „ M. , 
UTHEND,—Swance HALL, Broapway.— Mrs, Neville spoke 
ind gave good descriptions. Mr. Rundle asked at both 
| patients. — 0. B. 
I.—Dnurps' Hann, MAnKET-8STREET.—Morning, Mr. 
spoke on “Lead us not into Temptation," 


Millman 
12th, lecture by Mr. A. Wilkinson on 
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CIGAH.: iii, 


SovTHPOnT.—HAWKSHEAD HALL.—Addresses by Mr. Robert 
Davies on “Spiritual Unfoldment” and “The Great Beyond” ; 
descriptions by Mesdames Scholes and Wood and Mr. Davies, 
We have suffered a great loss by the transition of our treasurer 
and co-worker, Mrs. Watson.—E. B. 

SOUTHAMPTON SPIRITUALIST CHURCH, CAVENDISH GROVE.— 
Mr. C, J. Stockwell, of Chatham, spoke on " Is Spiritualism a 
Necessity?” and“ Where do we Find God in Spiritualism?” 
14th, Mr. Lloyd spoke on “The Myths of Orthodoxy” ; clair- 
voyante, Mrs. Lloyd. 


REMINISCENCES: 


By tae Late ALFRED SMEDLEY, 


Including an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations, 


Tug MEDIUM IN A CAGE, 
Spirita materialise, hold conversation with the sitte b 
„FCC 
The Spirits make wax moulds of their feet, &c., &c. 


Tilustrations of the plan of the room, of the cage and cabinet. and of 


the wax moulda ; also portraits of 14 of the principal persona 
present are given. 
The work is beautifully bound in cloth, 
Price 1s., or ls. 2d. post free. 


Office of Lionr. 110, St. Martin's Lane, W.C. 


61 pages. 


‘THE NEXT ROOM. 


—The Children's Home- The Garden of 


ng on Healing," and in the evening on“ Medium- 


that healing thoughts might be concentrated on two 


Evening, 
dress by Mr. ©, Tarr on “ Human Survival and its Influence 

‘onception of Evolution" ; descriptions by Mra. M. A. 
E ‘The Signifi- 
f the Human Aura,” followed by answers to questions and 


Mediumistic & Psychical 


Experiences 


ERNEST A. TIETKENS. 


CONTENTS :—Preface ; Early Mediumistic Experiences 

Later Developments and Results; On Mengi On Olair- 

voyance; Dream Visione and General Phenomena; 

Animal Life in the Spiritual World ; My Impressions of 

the Future Extracts from Pamphlets; Directions for 
Beginners re Séances, 


Bound in stiff boards. 6d. post free. 


OFFIOE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN A 


Experiences, Visions and Adventures of two Clairvoyantes. 


Some OF THE CONTENTS : 


The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In the 
Flower of his Youth- In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room— Help 
3 through the Veil- De Profundis—The Spiritual Body—The 


piritual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind - Suicide 
est— The Passing, Ke. 


Cloth, 136 Pages. 1s. 3d. net, post free. 
Orrick or Licut, 110, Sr. ManriN's Lang, W.C. 


‘PLANCHETTE.’ 
Invaluable for Developing Writing Mediums. 
MOVES EASILY, WRITES RAPIDLY, 


Those unacquainted with it would be astonished at some of the results 
that have been attained through its agency. All vanana who demre 
pa in writing mediumship should avail themselves of these Planchettes, 

ey are complete with box, pencil and directions for use Polished oak 
board, with ivory and brass mounts, 


Price B/D, post free, foreign postage extra, 
Orriox or Lion, 110, Sr. Martin's Lang, W.O. 


CRYSTAL-GAZING. 


BEST CRYSTAL GLASS GLOBES. 


FOR CRYSTAL-GAZING. 


2 Inchesdiameter ..  .. 3s. 6d. 
Sizes .. fa 1 " „ Ge. Od. 
8 * n - s. 108. 0d. 


All post free at above prices (foreign postage extra) Well ed i 
wooden boxes; Tadel ioal ead how m 7 
use them given with 
FULL PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR CRYSTAL GAZING, 


Price 3d., or post free dd. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN S LANE, W.C, 


dv. LIGHT. [May 28, 1914, 


STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY. 


Post free from the Office of * Lianr, 110, Sr. Martin’s Lane, W.C., at the prices quoted, 
Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent. 


‘Spirit Identity, and * The Higher Aspects of 
m Spiritualiom.’ By ‘M.A. (Oxow,') (W, Es Monon), Cloth, 


‘Spirit Teachings.’ Through the Mediumship 
of William Stainton Moses (MA., Oxon) By Automatic or 
Pansivo Writing, With a Biography T Onancron T, Semen, and two 
full page portralta, Sixth Edition, Oloth gilt, #24 pages, Ra, 10d, 


‘ Spiritualism, the jn Door to the Un- 


noon Universe, By 3420 tonmnTaow, Cloth, ba, 4d. 


‘Db the Dead Depart 1’ By E. KATHARINE 


Baten, Paper covers, 


à T eine nro Things. E: issays selected from 


tho worka of Prantion MUrronp 
houg ht Forces.’ Essays, selected from the 
* 


bolt, sof Puenrion MULVORD Ml, 


‘ photogra phing the Invisible.’ Practical 

Studios ab irit Photography, Spirit Portraiture and other Ra 
but Allied Phenomena, By Sauna 0 3547 geo, PHD, F.A B. With 
photographs, Cloth, fs, 4d 


: Speaking Across the Bor der I ino.“ Letters 
from a Husband in Spirit Life to Hia Wife on Earth, Oloth, fy, t M, 


Not Silent, if Dead, By II. (ILAweis), 


Through the P Medlumahip of Parma, Oloth, 2a, 10d. 


‘Yoga, or Transformation? By W. J. FLAGG, 


loth, 6s. 4d, 


f Occult Science in India and among the 
Ancients’ With an Account of their Mo. Ted LE and the 
A of Bpiritinm. By Louis JAOOLLIOT, Oloth, Oa 


pus Research. By Sm Wu E F 
Bannxrr, F R.. Cloth, 1s. 24d. 


[an and the Universe. By Sm Orve 
Lopam, F.R.8, Oloth, I». 24d. 


an’s Place in the Universe. By ALPRED 
L Rosann WALLAor, O. M., . R.., LL.D., ko, _ Oloth, 1a, 244. 


‘Thought Lectures.’ By FA FATHER STEPHANO. 
Given by Automatio Writing, 


K Human Aura and the Significance of 


Colour,’ ' By \ W. J. J. Oos. dw 2d. 


“Wanderer i in Spirit Lands.’ By FRANOHEZZO. 


Cloth, 4s. 10d, 


‘ Psychic Philoso ophy y as the Foundation of ¢ ` 
Religion of Natura „ By V. ©, Duannria, With Intro — 
duction by Dn, Aurunp RUARL WALLAON, ER, S, Ko. Oloth, Bx, 10d, 10d, 


: Here and Hereafter,’ A Treatise on Spiritual 


Philosophy, offering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the 
Problem of Life and Death, By Laon Denis. Oloth, 8a, 10d, 


‘A Course of Practical Psychic Instruction; 
Cloth, 6s. 6d. 


he Survival of Man.’ By Sm Ouiver 
Lonan, F.R.8. Oloth, 857 pagon, ba, 4d. 


an's Survival after Death ; or, The Other 


Side of Life By the Ruv. O, L. TWREDALI, F. R. A. i eo, 
Cloth, 277 pages, 6s. 4d. 


Seinen A Philosophy r of Life, y 


W. H. Evans, Olotb, 76 pagon, In. 2d. 


Through the Mists, or Leaves from tho 


ne pa E 


he Haunted Homes and Family Traditions 
of Great Britain.’ By Joux H. Inanam, ith seventeen full- 
page Hlnatrationn, G41 pagon, dn, 4d. 


“A Siti Guide to Mediumship and Psychical 


Unfoldment,' By E. W. and M. H. Warm. Oloth, 4a, 4d. 


Human Ma agnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise.' 

A Practical 9 ade Meamoriam, Prorrason 

Jawma Coates, With Ten P rd alt owing, induction of phenomena, 
experimental sad Onrative, Third Edition, Oloth, bs, 4d. — 


he Hidden Way across the Threshold ; or 

the Mystery which hath been Hidden for Ages and from Gonera- 

Konge Illustrated and made plain with bat "3e occult phrases as possiblo, 
By J. , O, BrnxxT,. With plates, cloth, 124. 6 


"TE Gift of the Spirit.’ am by PRENTICE 


MvLronp, Edited by A. E. Warts, Ba, 10d, 


‘Mesic, White and Black: or, the Science of 
Finito and Infinite Life, e mel Hints for Students 


of Occultinm,' By Franz HARTMANN, M.D, Oloth, f. ae 


Fem Personality and its Survival of 

Bodily Death." a the late Pr W. H, Myrna. Edited 
by R. Hodgson and A, Johnson. d Edition. Two vols, 42s. 8d. 
Or the Now and Or the Now and Abridged Edition, complete in one volume, 11s. net. 


‘ Qpiritualis iritualism in the Bible.’ By E. W. and 


M. M. Ward, Stiff boarda In. 14d., cloth » ad. 


r Tune with the Infinite,or Fulness of Peace, 
Power and A Powerand Plenty. By By Rauru Wa WALDO Tring, Cloth, 8a, 9d. 


eminiscences.' By ALFRED SMEDLEY. In- 


cluding an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. 1s. 9d. 


: pu Little Pilgrim in the Unseen.’ By Mrs. 


Oxirnant, Oloth, 1». Bd, 


[n to Spiritualism Answered.’ By 


A. DALLAS, Boards, ls. 14d. 


eeing the Invisible, Practical Studies in 
Pu ometry, Thought Tranaference, Telepathy, and Allied Pho- 
semen By Jauna COATEA, Ph.D. F. A. B. Cloth, ba. 4d. 


hristianity and Spiritualism.’ By LEON 
Danis, Translated by H. D. Braxman. Cloth, fis. 10d. 

ractical H notism.' Teaching eighteen m 5 roma of of A rm in Paradiso. Recorded for tho Author, 

0 Prin — € —— ife and fep. of E. Dawson Rogers,’ 

Oloth, 16. 


un Psychometry : Its Value and How — 
ER N5 Man and the Spiritual World.’ By the Rey. 


practical Xoga» A A Series of HT Awrnun Onanga. Cloth, Ba, 10d, 
Practica ons upon the Philosophy and Practice of ` ` , " 
with a chapter devoted to Persian Magio, By Haanwu Hana, 10. Ju Life E oi oath. By the Ruy, 


‘Gp pias) Science: Here and Hereafter.’ A ‘Tfafed, Prince of Persia’; His Experience in 


Btudy of 1 Philosophy and ite Practical Application to 
the Kvery-day of Life, By Bin WILMA EAnwanaw Cooren, O.I E. Earth: Life and Spirit-Lifo, being Spirit Communications received 
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